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Canadian Journalists for Free Expression (CJFE) 

June 9, 2005 

  

Dear Premiers of Canada's provinces and territories, 

I am writing on behalf of Canadian Journalists for Free Expression (CJFE), a non-profit, 
non-governmental organization that works to promote and protect press freedom and 
freedom of expression around the world. 

CJFE is shocked by the dismal record of government officials in responding to access to 
information requests as found by the Canadian Newspaper Association (CNA) in a recent 
study. While the public's right to access information concerning their government has 
been enshrined in both Provincial and Federal law, in much of Canada this right seems to 
exist only on paper. 

As part of the study, journalists from 45 newspapers acting as private citizens tested the 
efficacy of freedom of information legislation by making requests to city halls, police 
forces, school boards, and federal government offices. In general, they found officials 
unwilling to divulge information even on simple matters such as class sizes and road 
repairs. In person requests by reporters garnered results less that one in three times and 
even after paying fees for formal access requests, only 62% of requests were met with 
full or partial information. 

Civil servants in some provinces were found to be labeling emails "read and destroy" to 
prevent future scrutiny and the study also noted that officials in the recent Conservative 
Ontario government actively sought to hide embarrassing information by sending 
requests on "contentious issues" through different channels to protect the government's 
political interest . Rather than a right to information of government activities, citizens are 
often restricted to information that is not considered damaging to civil servants or to 
politicians. 

Some governments have stifled access by hiking up request fees, as in Nova Scotia 
where requests dropped 27% when the cost per request jumped from $5 to $25. Even if 
access is granted, the cost to obtain information can be exorbitant. One report from Land 
and Water B.C. cost $810, restaurant inspection records in Ottawa cost $1000 (as 
opposed to Toronto and Vancouver where they are posted online for free) and records of 
Toronto's spending on playground repair had a price tag of $12,960. In P.E.I., only two of 
nine requests were granted to the reporters conducting the study, but both had to be 
abandoned due to heavy fees. 

While overall results are discouraging, the province of Alberta stands out as an example 
to the rest of the country with 93% of requests resulting in a partial or total release of 
information. Alberta's reforms to its Freedom of Information and Privacy Act have made it 
the most transparent in the country, in stark contrast to P.E.I., Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick and Saskatchewan, all of which released less than 45% of requested 
information. 
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CJFE calls on provincial governments across Canada to take action and ensure that 
journalists and all Canadians have access to information as guaranteed by Provincial and 
Federal legislation. Political interference with access to information requests must end 
and governments must work to promote a culture of openness which would resist the 
temptation to hide or destroy potentially embarrassing information. Provincial 
governments that have fared poorly in this review should look to the example of Alberta 
and regularly review their legislation to make it as effective and efficient as possible. 
Citizens have a right to know the actions of their government without extreme personal 
cost and undue procedural hurdles that shield incompetence and corruption. 

I look forward to receiving your prompt reply. 

  

Yours truly, 

Rod Macdonell
Executive Director 

  

Case Number: PL05-07 

CC: The Hon. Ralph Klein
Premier of Alberta
307 Legislature Building
10800 - 97th Avenue NW
Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6
FAX: (780) 427-1349 

The Hon. Gordon Campbell
Premier of British Columbia
West Annex
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC V8W 9E1
FAX: (250) 387-0087 

The Hon. Gary Doer
Premier of Manitoba
Room 204
Legislative Building
450 Broadway
Winnepeg, MB R3C 0V8
FAX: (204) 949-1484 

The Hon. Bernard Lord
Premier of New Brunswick
Centennial Building
P.O. Box 6000
Fredricton, NB E3B 5H1
FAX: (506) 453-7407 

The Hon. Danny Williams
Premier of Newfoundland and Labrador
Confederation Building, East Block
P.O. Box 8700
St. John's, NL A1B 4J6
FAX : (709) 729-5875 

Hon. Joe Handley
Premier of the Northwest Territories
P.O. Box 1320



Yellowknife, NT X1A 2L9
FAX : (867) 873-0276 

The Hon. John F. Hamm
Premier of Nova Scotia
P.O. Box 726
Halifax, N.S. B3J 2T3
FAX : (902) 424-7648 

The Hon. Paul Okalik
Premier of Nunavut
Government of Nunavut
Box 1000 Station 204
Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0
Fax:(867) 975-6090 

The Hon. Dalton McGuinty
Premier of Ontario
Legislative Building
Queen's Park
Toronto ON M7A 1A1
FAX : (416) 325-3745 

The Hon. Patrick Binns
Premier of Prince Edward Island
Shaw Building
95 Rochford Street
P.O. Box 2000
Charlottetown, PE C1A 7N8
FAX : (902) 368-4416 

The Hon. Jean Charest
Premier of Quebec
Édifice Honoré-Mercier, 3e étage
835, boul. René-Lévesque Est
Quebec City QC G1A 1B4
FAX: (418) 646-1854 

The Hon. Lorne Calvert
Premier of Saskatchewan
Room 226
Legislative Building
2405 Legislative Drive
Regina, SK S4S 0B3
FAX: (306) 787-0885 

The Hon. Dennis Fentie
Premier of Yukon Territory
P.O. Box 2703
Whitehorse, YT Y1A 2C6
FAX : (867) 667-8424 

  


