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ASFWB Fall AGM in Terra Nova National Park, Newfoundland

. ”

A small but mighty contingent
of biologists headed to Terra
Nova National Park in late
October for the 51st ASFWB
Annual General Meeting. The
event kicked off with a special
ice breaker hosted by Kirby.
Attendees were treated to local

cuisine including cod
“britches”, crab, moose, and
snowshoe hare along with

some local beverages. The
musical talents of many a
biologist were showcased well
into the wee hours of the
morning.

The following day nine talks
were delivered on a variety of
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Above: Chef
Kirby using a
table saw as a

look out Gordon
Ramsey!

(Photo: Kate
Goodall)

Left: Group shot
before heading out on
the field trip.

Right: Student Award
winners Louis
Charron and Emily
Kissler with president
Mark Pulsifer

| "Qﬁ ld (Photos: Kate Goodall)

topics including the impact of
moose on forests in
Newfoundland, the perceptions
of nuisance wildlife among
farmers in Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, and the
restoration of watershed
processes on Base Gagetown.
Student award winners were
Emilie Kissler who spoke on
the 1impacts of moose on
Newfoundland forests and
Louis Charron who spoke on
balsm fir forest restoration
following  excessive  moose
browse.

A fun time was had by all at
the banquet and $350 was

raised by the silent auction for
the scholarship fund.

The AGM ended off with a field
trip to Park Harbour, South
Broad Cove, and Minchins
Cove.

A special thank you goes out to
everyone who participated, and
those involved in planning and
coordinating the event,
especially Kirby Tulk.

Stay tuned for more info on the
52nd AGM which will be in
Nova Scotia next fall!
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The David J. Cartwright Scholarship

The David J. Cartwright Memorial Scholarship was established by
the ASFWB in 1991, following the untimely death in a vehicle
accident of David J. Cartwright in October 1990. Dave was a
member and strong supporter of the ASFWB for many years and
contributed to wildlife management in Atlantic Canada as
Furbearer Biologist with the NB Department of Natural Resources
& Energy.

The 1-year scholarship is awarded annually and is open to full-
time students on the Fredericton campus of the University of New
Brunswick (UNB) entering the final year of Forestry (Wildlife
Option) or Science (Biology Option). Potential candidates should
have combined scholastic ability with a demonstrated interest in
wildlife management. The scholarship is awarded by UNB on the
recommendation of the Faculty of Forestry and the Faculty of
Science. The ASFWB serves as donor of the scholarship, which is
variable in the amount awarded. The award was established in the
fall of 1994, and was first disbursed in 1996.

A note from this years recipient, Bethany Nordstrom:

Atlantic Society of Fish & Wildlife Biologists
Attn: Mr, Gerald Redmond

8 - 60 Colwell Cr

Fredericton NB E3A 6R3

Dear Mr. Gerald Redmond,

| am the recipient of the David J. Cartwright Memorial Scholarship at the University of New
Brunswick this academic year. | would like to express my gratitude to you in being chosen for
this award,

1 am a 26 year old female in my 4" and final year of Environment and Natural Resources —
Wildlife Conservation. | have always had a strong interest in the natural world, and am so happy
to be perusing that interest with the Wildlife degree at UNB. After getting my bachelor's degree |
plan on furthering my education doing either a master's degree or PhD. | have applied to Trent
University for a master's degree in conservation genetics (focusing on grey fox in Canada), and
also to Dalhousie University for a master's degree in marine conservation (focus on leatherback
turtles).

| am keen to learn almost every aspect of biology — from entomolegy to botany to ichthyology to
forestry — however my main interests lie in herpetology (the study of reptiles and amphibians). A
few of my other interests are running, painting and playing the ukulele.

Receiving an award such as the David J. Cartwright Memorial Scholarship is so helpful to a full-
time student today. | ended up taking a lower paying job this summer that | felt offered relevant
wark to my academic studies. | worked with the Department of Fisheries and Oceans as an
aquatic biologist technician. | was able to do a lot of field work and witness how management of
a natural resource is actually done. At the end of the summer when | calculated my tuition it was
quite clear to me that | was going to short on funds and would have to work throughout the
school year. This bursary relieved some of that pressure and am happy to say that | have been
able to focus completely on my studies this semester. | believe my passion for environmental
management and wildlife conservation is reflected in my grades since returning to University - |
finished my 3" year of university with a 4.3 GPA, and am on par to graduate with a 4.0 GPA

Thank you very much for your support, it has made a world of difference to me.

Faiin I,}Wﬂviﬁ{{ )

Bethany Nordstrom
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The Insects of Hypopagea

Written by R. F. Lauff

“Hypo-what?” That 1is the
understandable first question I
get when people hear the word
for the first time. It 1is
understandable because the
word has mnever before
appeared, at least not in
English. It’s Greek. And it’s
Greek because, well, in science,
we use a lot of Greek (and
Latin). Hypopagea literally
means under ice, and the
insects which I was working
with were the ones in frozen-
over ponds.

The diversity of aquatic insects
1s huge. Some spend only their
juvenile stages (eggs, nymphs)

under water. Examples of
these are the mayflies,
dragonflies, damselflies and

stoneflies. Aquatic beetles and
true bugs spend most of their
lives under water, even as
adults. At some point, the

adults take flight to disperse to
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other ponds... there’s no
sense mating with your
siblings, after all. In
stillwater systems,
there are four families
of beetles which
dominate; these are the
Predaceous Diving
Beetles, Whirligigs,
Crawling Water Beetles
and Water Scavenger
Beetles. Of these, only
the whirligigs would be
familiar to the casual
observer. These are the
beetles which are
rapidly jetting around

on the surface of ponds,
often in large groups.
The bugs include the
Water Scorpion, Giant
Water Bugs,
Backswimmers and

Water Boatmen.

An example of the diversity of winter active

] insects caught under the ice in Antigonish area
When I talked with my ponds. (Photo: R.Lauff)

friend Paul MacLean
about my summer insect work,
he related a story to me about
having to chop a hole
through the ice on his
pond to get some water;
he noticed, he said, that a
Giant Water Bug swam
up to the hole. Like
| everyone else, I always
thought the aquatic
insects went dormant in
the winter, but Paul’s
~ |observation got me
_ {thinking... what else is
Jout there? So this past
~|winter, my colleague
Barry Taylor, my student
Luc Daut and I sampled
eleven ponds to see what
would come into our

Student Lucas Daut freeing up the ice around
a trap to remove. (Photo: R.Lauff)

traps. It turned out that
we caught more than 20

kinds of beetle, at least six
species of bug, and a few other
species including caddisflies
and mayflies. Who knew?

This work opens up a host of
other questions. How do they
feed when the lighting is so
dim, or completely dark? Do
they feed? How do the adults,
which don’t have gills,
breathe? Are there species
which prefer being active in
the winter? Perhaps over the
next few years we’ll be able to
answer these questions, and
more.

R. F. Lauff is based out of St.
Francis Xavier University in
Antigonish, Nova Scotia.
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Helping Wild Salmon Thrive

Written by Krystal Binns

The Atlantic Salmon
Conservation Foundation

(ASCF) was created to promote '

enhanced community
partnerships in the
conservation of wild Atlantic
salmon and its habitat in
Atlantic Canada and Québec.

ASCF was formed in 2007 with #

a $30 million endowment from
the federal government.
Between 2008 and 2014, it has
helped to fund over 200
conservation projects. So far,
funding efforts by the ASCF
have resulted in nearly
900,000 m? of restored habitat,
43 million m?2 of opened

access to habitat and 28,000
individuals have benefitted
from salmon education
Initiatives within Atlantic
Canada and Québec.

Entering into their 9th granting
year, the ASCF is pleased to
announce that more than $1.1
million dollars in grants will be
awarded in 2015. A total of 61
high quality, salmon
conservation projects will be
funded in the Atlantic
Provinces and Québec.

The ASCF has proven to be an
effective source of funding for
community volunteer
organizations, First Nations
and aboriginal organizations,
universities and municipalities
in conserving, restoring and
protecting wild Atlantic
salmon and its habitat with

AT\.ANT\C SALMON
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The Atlantic Salmon Conservation foundation is an independent, volunteer led, non-profit conservation organization
established through a one-time $30 million grant from the Government of Canada.

Every year, between April 1st and mid-December we call for funding proposals for innovative, on-the-ground
projects carried-out by community groups and focussed on conservation of the wild Atlantic salmon and its habitat.

Visit our web site to learn more on how to apply for funding

1 506 455 9900
The Aﬂantl.c Salmon % 480 Queen Street, Suite 200
Conservation Foundation Fredericton, NB E38 186

www.salmonconservation.ca ® www.conservationdusaumon.ca

the goal of doing so in perpetuity. Building on this success, the
ASCF also shares its conservation knowledge via webinars and its
website. Later this year, the ASCF will be unveiling a new addition
to their website, the “Salmon Hub”. The Hub will be the new go-to
web location for information on river restoration and salmon
conservation.

Krystal Binns is the Conservation Program Coordinator for the Atlantic
Salmon Conservation Foundation.

For more information visit: www.salmonconservation.ca



https://mail.bsc-eoc.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=So-zuYCrkk2SW7RX_ym8zMbfJdFSP9JIFU6tSW4GLdK_TIhQlpKOIICghp_8ksVb-z7EgyFq9iQ.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.salmonconservation.ca
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Winter Bird Surveying

This February Environment Canada Biologists Julie
Paquet and Rob Ronconi conducted surveys for
Purple Sandpipers and Harlequin Ducks along the
shores of Nova Scotia as part of a study of high
tanker traffic areas. Along with some great photos of
Nova Scotian islands, the crew detected over 3000
Purple Sandpipers spread out over 143 locations and
tallied more than 160 observations of Harlequin
Ducks totalling over 1100 individuals.

Above: A flock of Purple Sandpipers
Photos: Julie Paquet, EC-CWS. I photographed for easier counting back in the
office.

U

Left: Cape Sable Island
(Barrington Co.). Standing
at 101 ft the Cape Sable
Light is the tallest lighthouse
in Nova Scotia

Right: Outer Bald Tusket [
Island (Yarmouth Co.). |
This island was once §
declared a micronation; the
Principality of Outer
Baldonia even had its own

Above: Scaterie Island (Cape Breton
Co.). Scaterie Island has been
designated as an Important Bird Area.
At just over 67km?, the island is thought ﬂgf‘g (green bac.kgrou.nd
to be home to a population of Bicknell’s Wlth. a tuna; Wikipedia).
Thrush (Threatened COSEWIC 2009)  The island is now owned by

and a colony of Leach’s Storm Petrels. the Nova Scotia Bird
Society.

Fieldwork capturing swarming Myotis bats in Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick from 2009 to 2011,
describing the population genetics of bats, analyzing the
social interactions of swarming bats, and writing it up
were all part of the process for Lynne Burns en-route to
a PhD. from Dalhousie University in July 2014. Now
Lynne begins a new chapter in her life. She recently
moved to Edmonton to start a term position with
Environment Canada, Canadian Wildlife Service as part
of the Species at Risk Unit for the Prairie and Northern
region. She looks forward to the new ways that bats will
be a part of her life in the prairies. (Photo: Jordi Segers)
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Increasing Your Scientific Likeability Factor

Written by Christine McLauchlan

The Petitcodiac
Alliance (PWA) 1s a lively
environmental non-profit
which focuses on riparian
restoration, water quality
monitoring, and species-at-risk
conservation in the Petitcodiac
River watershed. The
organization was founded in
1997 and have been part of a
collaborative effort to better
the ecological health of the
Petitcodiac River and its
tributaries. We love what we
do.

The PWA uses three pillars to
guide its actions: Community,
Education, and Science. By
integrating these three
components, we are able to
conduct scientifically rigorous
science and effectively relay
important messages to
residents in the watershed. We
strive to distill key messages
from our science and relay it to
residents in the watershed by

employing commonly used
social platforms such as
Facebook and Twitter.
Additionally, in 2014 we

presented our work to over 25
audiences which included
schools, interest groups, NGOs,
municipalities, and concerned
citizens. Because we made our

Watershed -

positive and
we received
multiple earned media
opportunities with radio,
regional television, and local
newspapers. Through these
intensive outreach efforts, we
learned something very
valuable: people are eager to
learn about your science if
you’re passionate and are able
to communicate in a way they
understand. Our projects
included storm water
management, water quality
monitoring, wood turtle
monitoring, two large scale
riparian restorations, culvert
assessments, fish population
monitoring, and tree planting.
We ensured that there was a
social component to each
project, crafting each message
for a specific audience- it made

work
comprehendible,

ALLIANCE DU BASSIN VERSANT

PETITCODIAC

WATERSHED ALLIANCE

Left PIT tagged

Atlantic salmon.

(Photo: Christine
McLaughlin)

the science fun, but also
refined our own understanding
of the work and its purpose. It
was no easy task, and we are
still Dbuilding this field of
expertise for our organization,
but we want to challenge you
to find a way to make your
science more inviting in a way
that makes sense to you.

And lastly, here is a shameless
plug to like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter. We
love the Atlantic Society of
Fish and Wildlife Biologists,
and want to see what the
membership is up to! I once
heard someone say that
“networking 1is just another
word for grown-ups making
friends”. I agree
wholeheartedly.

Christine McLauchlan is
the Executive Director of
the Petitcodiac
Watershed Alliance in
Moncton, New
Brunswick, and the VP
of Student Affairs for
ASFWB .
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Eelgrass Mapping — A Tale of Two Estuaries

Written by Danielle Horne

Eelgrass (Zostera marina) is an Ecologically Significant
Species that provides essential habitat for numerous aquatic
species, but it is heavily threatened by coastal development
and invasive species (DFO 2009). Baseline datasets are an
important requirement for monitoring trends in eelgrass
distribution in Atlantic Canada and assessing scope of
threats to this system; unfortunately, there is a lack of
baseline and monitoring data regarding eelgrass-dominated
ecosystems in Atlantic Canada. Within Nova Scotia, the
Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) identified two coastal
areas (within NCC focal areas) where eelgrass mapping
would be beneficial - Pugwash estuary and Musquodoboit

PAGE 7
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Harbour estuary.

Previous to this work, no mapping of eelgrass meadows had J‘ :
been conducted in the Pugwash estuary, though a variety of % -
occurring Ee
Northumberland Strait (eg. Vance 2014; Thompson 2007,
Seymour et al. 2002; Hanson 2004). For the Pugwash

eelgrass research has been

Above Map of Musquodoboit Harbour
eelgrass distribution. (NCC 2014)

| [ ncc Properties
1 N crown Land
Habitat Classification
I oense Eeigrass
Sparse Eelgrass
Saltmarsh
Freshwater Wetland
Open Water
al Vegetation

along the

ComERaATNy

Above Map of Pugwash Estuary

. eelgrass distribution (NCC 2014)
estuary, aerial

imagery was gathered in the summer of 2014 (during a low
tide period) by Mike Dembeck Photography (using a Cessna
high winged aircraft equipped with a vertical photo hole in
the belly) and analyzed by NCC staff using ArcGIS 10.1. The
eelgrass meadows in the Pugwash estuary comprise ~54% of
the estuary with an area of 697 ac. It should be noted that
percent cover is not based on available habitat, but is based
on the areal extent of the estuary and lower reaches of the
river system. Interestingly, eelgrass was abundant in the
estuary despite the fact green crab (a known invasive
species) has been present in this area for a number of years.

Conversely, the Musquodoboit Harbour eelgrass meadows
have previously been mapped in 1992, 2002, and 2009
(Chapman & Smith 2004; NS DNR n.d.) — a study time-
frame largely missing from published works. For this project,
satellite imagery (WorldView-2 satellite with a 0.5m
panchromatic, 2m multi-spectral resolution) of the
Musquodoboit Harbour estuary was gathered in the summer
of 2014 (during a low tide period) and analyzed using ArcGIS
and eCognition by staff at the Nova Scotia Department of
Natural Resources (NS DNR) — Wildlife Division. Currently,

Thanks to Nova Scotia Department of Natural
Resources, the Friends of the Pugwash Estuary, Jeff
Barrell (Dalhousie University), and Mike Dembeck
for their assistance and guidance on this project.

For a copy of the entire report, contact:
Danielle Horne (NS Stewardship Assistant)
Nature Conservancy of Canada
danielle.horne@natureconservancy.ca
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Eelgrass Mapping — A Tale of Two Estuaries (continued)

the eelgrass meadows in Musquodoboit Harbour comprise ~8% of the estuary with an area of 353 ac,
which is a net decrease of 80% since 1992 (1863 ac); however, there has been an increase of 23% since
2002 (284 ac). Again, the percent cover is based on the extent of the estuary and should not be
construed as percent cover of available habitat. Following the drastic decline in the extent of the
eelgrass meadows in the Musquodoboit Harbour estuary in the 1990’s, these data suggest that there

is a slow trend toward recovery in
this area.
Left Greg Nix
| (Friends of the Variance in data collection
Pugwash combined with variances in the
Estuary) and tidal height and acquisition dates
Danielle can have an affect on the
Horne (NCC) interpretation of the data collected;
taking ground however, the methodologies chosen
truthing to gather and analyze the imagery
points in the for this study were accepted
Pugwash methodologies that have been used
Estuary in a number of previous studies. In
conclusion, we now have a snapshot
of the Pugwash estuary and a 22
year trend in the Musquodoboit Harbour estuary. Monitoring these trends in eelgrass distribution
will inform policy and decision making relevant to coastal zone management, particularly issues
affecting eelgrass such as invasive European green crab and climate change impacts.

Danielle Horne is the Stewardship Assistant for the Nature Conservancy of Canada in Nova Scotia.
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I Just a reminder... In 2013, the Canadian I

Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Network |

| (CARCNET) and the Canadian Association of I
I Herpetologists (CAH) merged to form the Canadian

Herpetological Society (CHS). |

| Find them at |

I

o

I http://www.canadianherpetology.ca/index.html

i
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Recent Literature

Have some time to spare while waiting for the snow to melt? Keep up to date with fish and
wildlife research publications from Atlantic Canada and beyond.
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Winter Duck Banding

As part of his Master’s Thesis at Acadia
I University in the Mallory Lab Matthew
English will focus on the diet and food
supplies of the American black duck,
while assessing the relative influence of
urban vs. natural food supplies on
condition and possibly survival.

Photos: Matthew English Acadia University
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Above: Matthew English and Liam Peck
(Acadia University) measuring total head
length of a male Mallard trapped at Oulton’s
Pond in Windsor NS, Hants Co. on
March 5th, 2015.

Right: Glen Parsons (NS DNR Wildlife
Division) and Dave Rockwood (NS DNR
Technician—Head of dJeddore) extracting
American Black Ducks out of an air canon net
in Cole Harbour NS, Halifax Co. on February
12th, 2015.
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The Evelyn and Morrill Richardson Research Station
Bon Portage Island, Nova Scotia

Written by Dave Shutler

Bon Portage Island (BP) is (mostly) an Acadia-owned property easily reached from Shag Harbour in
the southerly reaches of Nova Scotia; the island is approximately 3 x 1 km. Terrestrial ecosystems
include boreal forest similar to areas much further north, and a fen; these habitats have had little
human disturbance for perhaps 50 or more years.

The first ecological research on BP
began in the early 1970s (earlier if
one considers the natural history
observations of lighthouse-keeper
Evelyn Richardson from 1929-1964)
when the first plant inventory was
conducted. Through the 1980s and
early 1990s, several Honours and
MSc students conducted research on
resident birds and shrews supervised
by Peter C. Smith and Tom Herman
(both Acadia). Many federal and
provincial biologists in the Atlantic
region and beyond either had some
training or formed some connection to
BP, and the spiritual connection of
BP to many other alumni extends
around the globe. For example, in
2012, Ian Jamieson from University
of Otago in New Zealand (BSc Hons
1979) made a visit to BP after an
absence of more than 30 years.

© Ingrid Lowise Pollet

Above The south end of Bon Portage Island.
(Photo: Ingrid Pollet)

Seven years later in 2005, BSc Honours student Annika Samuelsen sold me on a research project on
Leach’s storm-petrels; storm-petrels now figure prominently in my research program, and I have had
about a dozen students involved in this research. One thrust of our research centres on movements of
adults during and outside the breeding season; until recently, this has been a black box in storm-
petrel ecology. Although almost 70,000 storm-petrels were banded between 1921 and 1995 in
Canada, only 7 (SEVEN! or 0.01%!) had ever been recaptured outside of North America. As an
interesting bonus, in 2009, BSc Honours students Holly Lightfoot and Emma Vaasjo retrieved a bird
from a burrow that bore an unfamiliar band: it had come from Spain.

After some digging and persistence, we discovered that the bird had been banded on Tenerife Island,
off the northwest coast of Africa. It was the only storm-petrel banded that year, and it created a
minor sensation locally, leading to several photos and an article in the local newspaper. But the
biggest piece of news was that this had occurred 14 years earlier! Moreover, only a tiny handful of
birds banded on their wintering grounds are ever captured on their breeding areas; the opposite
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The Evelyn and Morrill Richardson Research Station
Bon Portage Island, Nova Scotia (continued)

pattern 1is far, far, far more common. Despite
these apparent successes, the enormous sweat,
time, and expense invested in banding had
provided little information save a few start and
end points for storm-petrel movements, with no
data on intervening locations: a persistent, big
black box. Enter PhD candidate Ingrid Pollet;
with the help of several colleagues, we have
begun to illuminate the black box of petrel
movements using geolocators, small devices that
monitor sunrise and sunset on a moving object. If
one calibrates local time, then time of sunrise
and sunset give good estimates of the longitude a
geolocator has occupied. By computing the

difference between sunrise and sunset, one
obtains good estimates of latitude. Recently,
geolocators have begun to illuminate the black
boxes of movements of several albatross relatives that weigh much more than our 45-g storm-petrels.
Allometric projections from these data suggested that our petrels would forage about 200 km from
BP to provision their nestlings, which is about the error associated with latitude and longitude
estimates from geolocators, so summer deployments would likely be risky. Partly to test attachment
methods, and partly from optimism, in 2012, Ingrid attached geolocators to adult birds tending
nestlings. Amazingly, we found that some of these birds were foraging more than 1000 km from their
breeding colony (i.e., 5X the allometric projection), and travelling up to 3000 km in a round trip. In
contrast, robins probably travel no more than 2 or 3 km per trip! The reasons for this are too
complicated to properly discuss here.

Above A young Leach’s storm-petrel.
(Photo: Ingrid Pollet)

Moving on, the biggest test of our patience came when we deployed geolocators on storm-petrels in
October, hoping the birds would return to us the next year with information on winter tracks. After
the agonizing wait between October 2012 and May 2013, Ingrid phoned me from BP and asked if I
was sitting down; sure enough, a bird had returned
healthy and bearing it’s geolocator from 2012! In one
(swell) fell swoop, we had accomplished so much more
than 75 years of banding had.

Too much about us. In 2006, Gabrielle Nevitt from
University of California, Davis initiated a long-term
research program on BP’s storm-petrels. Gaby’s research
program is diverse but mostly includes questions about
olfaction. Birds are generally considered to have poor
senses of smell, and although that perception may be
shifting, the consensus remains that birds aren’t as good
as, for example, mammals. However, there are some
exceptions, and nocturnal birds number among them. The
first tests Gaby and colleagues conducted were on whether
nestling storm-petrels could distinguish the smell of their

, Above An adult Leach’s storm-petrel.
own from a stranger’s burrow. The subsequent year, they (Photo: Emma Vaasjo)

swapped eggs between burrows and tested whether
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emerging nestlings cued in on their foster
or their natal burrow. In both cases, the
nestlings demonstrated their capacity to
use olfaction to navigate towards the
burrow in which they had hatched.

A deeper theoretical bandwagon has been
about whether organisms can use odours
to judge the suitability of prospective
mates; briefly, parts of the genome code for
camouflage of your (self) cells, camouflage
that pathogens must imitate if they want
to hide from the immune system. You and
your mate both provide camouflage to your
offspring, and a diverse repertoire of
camouflage theoretically makes pathogen
invasion more difficult, so you may want to
choose a mate that differs at the relevant

Above ABO banding station. (Photo: Holly Lightfoot)

parts of the genome. Initial evidence supports these ideas about mate choice based on olfaction, but
what’s puzzling is that some evidence from birds is consistent with the hypothesis. But, how so if

Above A banded, singing, male blackpoll warbler.
(Photo: Phil Taylor)

birds have poor senses of smell? What better
birds to use to test this than storm-petrels?
In collaboration with Scott Edwards
(Harvard), Gaby and her students are
rigorously testing this hypothesis.

Another biological attraction to BP has been
the Atlantic Bird Observatory (ABO), whose
funding was cut in 2014 after 19 years of
continuous operation. Despite this setback,
Phil Taylor (Acadia) continues to study
migration ecology of a diversity of bird
species, in some cases capitalizing on
archived data of ABO. Phil’s lab has been
among the few in the world that are
pioneering research on refining radar
technology to obtain detailed data on
migration directions at different locations (in
his cases, around the Bay of Fundy) and at
different times of year. His lab has also
explored how fat, morphological traits, natal
origins (based on stable isotopes), and other
variable influence decisions about when to
attempt to traverse the Gulf of Maine, a
somewhat daunting crossing.

Finally, the lab has been and continues to be
busy using a network of antennas both on BP
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and around the Bay of Fundy to detect movements
of a variety of passerines, most recently blackpoll
warblers, for which they have recaptured the first
individuals that had carried geolocator over the
winter.

Bon Portage is an island of tranquility where one
can forget the office, and lose oneself in a good
book. But it also manages to seethe with clever and
important work led by diligent, dedicated, and
hardworking researchers.

Dr. Dave Shutler is a professor at Acadia University and
the Director of Bon Portage Island.

Special thanks to Phil Taylor and Gabrielle Nevitt for
their input to this article.

F———————

I For more information about Bon Portage Island
and ongoing research, go to:

Above Bon Portage Island, Nova Scotia.
I http://www.acadiau.ca/~dshutlex/BPIsland (Photo: Dave Shutler)

I'm vﬁici&llt/
sick ,f Do you have a research project,
g d wildlife topic, event, story, photo, or
A kt}&f‘nﬂttn, other related information that you
F 3% would like to see included in the
next issue of BioLink?

If so, email Danielle Quinn
(danielle.quinn@acadiau.ca) or
Holly Lightfoot
(hlightfoot@birdscanada.org)!

We’re always looking for content
ideas and photos from our
membership!
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Upcoming Events

26 April 2015: Citizen Science Expo Wolfville’s Farmers Market, Wolfville NS. For more
information go to: http:/www.blomidonnaturalists.ca/node/565

13-17 July 2015: International Conference on Fish Telemetry. Halifax, NS. For more information, go
to: http://2015icft.org/

16-19 July 2015: The Association of Field Ornithologists, the Society of Canadian
Ornithologists/Societe des Ornithologists du Canada, and the Wilson Ornithological

Society joint annual meeting Acadia University, Wolfville NS. For more information go to:
http://personalpress.acadiau.ca/ornithmeet2015/

Spring and Summer 2015: Striped Bass Tagging Ambassador Workshops, multiple dates and
locations around Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. For more information, go to:
www.stripedbass.ca

Every year, Ducks Unlimited Canada holds hundreds of fundraising events that are open to the
public, and encourage everyone to attend. For more information, go to www.ducks.ca/events

ASFWB Fish and Wildlife Research Grant

The ASFWB Fish and Wildlife Research Grant was established in the fall of 1994 to assist
members who are conducting or supervising wildlife or fisheries research in Atlantic Canada.
The grant provides funding up to $500 annually for research projects. Any aspect of fish and
wildlife research will be considered, but projects with applied management goals will receive
preference. Applicants must be members of ASFWB. Projects that are largely government
sponsored or funded are not eligible for this award. For more information, go to:
http:/ /www.chebucto.ns.ca/environment/ASFWB/researchgrant.html

Telephone (H) ..o, (O) e
MaIlING AGAIESS. . ..ottt e

e 0=
Regular Member ($20) Student ($5)
| would like to receive newsletters, notices, announcements, etc. by email ___ regular mail ____

Please remit your cheque or money order to Nic McLellan, Ducks Unlimited Canada, P.O. Box
430, Amherst, N.S. B4H 3Z5, n_mclellan@ducks.ca, 902-667-8726. You may also pay with Pay-
Pal by visiting us on our website at http://www.chebucto.ns.ca/environment/ASFWB/



