First Records of the Rock Vole (Microtus chrotorrhinus) and the
Gaspé Shrew (Sorex gaspensis) from Nova Scotia and a

Second Record of the Thompson's Pygfny Shrew (Microsorex
thompsoni) from Cape Breton Island

A survey of the mammals of Cape Breton High-
lands National Park, conducted from July to Septem-
ber 1974, vielded some noteworthy discoveries. I'wo
Gaspé shrews (Sorexv gaspensis) were captured on
I 2 August along a small stream on South Mountain.
Six rock voles (Microtus chrotorrhinus) and one
Gaspé shrew were collected 17-20 August in the
Grande Anse Vallev. A Thompson's pygmy shrew
(Microsorex thompsoni) was trapped on 14 Septem-
ber in the Cheticamp River Valley and on 15 16
September three Gaspé shrews were caught in the
same area.

I'he rock vole and the Gaspé shrew were previously
recorded no closer to Cape Breton Island than the
mountainous regions of New Brunswick (Banfield.

A. W. F. 1974, The mammals of Canada. University
of Toronto Press, Toronto and Buffalo. 438 pp.). The
individuals of those species in Nova Scotia are
members of an apparently relict population. The only
other record for the Thompson's pygmy shrew from
Cape Breton Island is of one collected by R. M.
Anderson from Ingonish Centre in 1925 (Cameron,
Austin W, 1958. Mammals of the islands in the Gulf of
St. Lawrence. National Museum of Canada Bulletin
154, Biological Series 53. 165 pp.).

All mammals were collected during 500 trap-nights
in each of the areas involved. Muscum Special snap
traps, spaced in pairs at 10-m intervals along a 500-m
transect. were set for S consecutive nights. Bait used
was a mixture of peanut butter, rolled oats. and






