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READER’S CORNER

Beetle-mania
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Before becoming overly alarmed by Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) reports of
the presence of brown spruce longhorn beetle (BSLB) in Cape Breton (Oct. 14 article),
Nova Scotians should take a deep breath and consider the facts.

A number of independent scientists, myself included, have for several years been drawing
attention to the fact that there has been no scientific evidence produced by the CFIA to
indicate that the ecological impact of BSLB is in any substantive way different from that of
the large suite of native longhorn beetles and other wood-boring insects present in Nova
Scotia. These so-called "saproxylic" insects are a natural component of forest ecosystems
responsible for the breakdown of wood, and they naturally feed on dead and dying trees.

The relatively simple comparative experiments which would help decide if the BSLB was
different from native beetles, in terms of its impact on spruce forests, have not been
conducted by the CFIA. Moreover, the considerable research on this insect in Europe
(where it is native) and in Nova Scotia all indicates this is very unlikely to be the case.

If the scientific research which could answer this question is not conducted, the BSLB issue
will continue to bedevil Nova Scotians from now until eternity. It has been almost two
decades (since 1990, not 1999 as Canadian Press stories indicate) since the BSLB was
first found in Canada. It is extraordinary that in all that time, although there has been an
ocean of ink spilled on this subject, the relatively simple question — Is the BSLB a "pest"
deserving of any special course of action, or not? — has not only not been answered, but
the experiments to ascertain this have not even been conducted.

| urge Gerry Ritz, the federal minister responsible for CFIA, to ensure that the CFIA
conducts such experiments as expeditiously as possible, so this matter can be settled on
the basis of science, and not supposition, panicked over-reaction, and politicized agendas.

Christopher Majka, Friends of Point Pleasant Park
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