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FIE BYTLEATLEES OF ALBERT COUNTY

by
Ch. iscovher Majka
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I heve been intarested in hutterflies for a long time and when
1 moved to ilber” Comty T hegan <o collect them. At first, collect-~
ing inseats only cecasicaal.y, I caught but eight or ten species,
Scont I became very keen and started collecting butterflies in al-
most all my spare time., .lthough I collected in all ercas of New
Brunsuwick, liviag in Albert Comtv; I naturally did most of my
collecting there.

During mr researzh (il you can call it that) 1 discovered many
interasting things about butterflies. Their f{lying habits, ways
of life, ond so on,previde a foscinating world for me and for any
sther pecple who study tham, I am sure, Becouse this subject
interests mc so much I 2a going to ask you to spend » few moments
of yrur time tc read this article. 1Tn it, I will try to tell Kou e
litile about butterliies and hope thatl because of it you will have
a better understanding cf the:r2 insects. I will be dealing with
the butterflies of alberc Countr, so let's get right to the point.

ilbert County does not have as great a variety of butterflies
as places farther south, but navertheless it has a fair number.
Of the sixty species T know occur in New hrunswick, I have found
thirty-eight in .lbert County. These butterflies are divided into

Lo groups. To muk: this casier to understand I'll explain it
this way:
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Busterflies and moths belorng to asn order called Lepidoptera.
The butserflies sre called Phopalocera nnd the meths Heterocera.
rutterfliies are aividea into two srrups, Papilionoiden (true butter-
flies) and Hespericidea (Skippers).

In albert County there are thirty-two true butterflies and six
skippers. ns you can see skippers are guite » bit rarer in this
grea, olthough farther south there are almest as cqually as many,
“he true butterflies are the ones you most often see. ey vary
fron a lerge size (Tiger Swellowteril) te quite smell ones (Nerthern
Blue). Skippers on the ocher hend are all guite smrl]l and are
often seen in fields shooting around ns if cn lightning bolts.

One of the things that makes Albert County have so many sve ies
of butterflics is that there is a great variety of habitats. The:e
sre salt marshes, fieclds, meadows fgherc is quite a diffenence
between the last two.), sphagnum bogs, hardwoods, softwoods, » few
river valleys, etc. When there is & voriety of plents the some is
usually true for the butterflies. This is because most butterflies,
in their larval stage, can est only one focd plent, Now since 1
am lufooaed to be talking about the butterflies of Albert County,

I will do just that.

The first family is the satyrs. In albert County there are
two species.

gzgﬁsgiggg - I have caught it on enly cne occasion, ot Germentown
. 7This is the gort of habitat it prefers. It occcurs

through June and July.
W - Common throughcut Albert County wherever there are
ields w

ith trees closeby. 1Tt is_.found mestly through June,
July and augus*.

The next fomily is the monarchs. In it, we have only one
cpecies, the Munarch. -

srch - This species has been obtserved on o few oceasions in Fundy
Ts. It feeds on mi'weedec and nightshades, plents with very

strong juices. These butterflies migrate scvuth in the winter ~nd
are ususlly seen in this area from late July to late Sentember.

The brush-focted butterflics or nymphalids are next. They
have more species of butterflies than any other family.
Creater Fritillories

Creat sﬁfﬁﬁl°d Fritvillary - Cemmen, appenring from early July to
c € ¢l isupgust.

Atlantis Fritillary - Somewhat like the Crest Spangled in appearsnce,
t 1s common {rom late June to the middle of August.

lesser Fritillaries

Silver-bordered Fritillary - Feirly common,between the middle of
une an e end ol isugust.

Baltimcre - A beautiful butterfly which is unfertunately very local.
Tt 15 black with an orange border and a few white spots in the
m}pgtg. The adults sre found from the end of June to the middle
o Ye

Crescents

Perrl Qroseeni - & small butterfly (wingspsn of only 1.1 inches). It
$ quite common from early July te corly august.






