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Hants County Petitions      
K. McKay  CG(C) 

In preparing the 1838 Census of Hants County it was noted that a large
portion of the county,  namely the inhabitants of the Township of Douglas
were missing from the original census papers  stored with  the Nova Scotia
Archives and Records Management.   Appendix 32, p. 61  of the Journals of
the House of Assembly for the year 1839 reports the census statistics for  the
entire county.  Douglas is the only township divided into separate categories.

 Douglas-    7 Female heads of household       Maitland - 10 Female heads of household
               157     Male heads of household                       236    Male heads of household 

                                                   Provost - 2   Female heads of household 
                                                                 99       Male heads of household 

        Total       511 Households

The following petitions which tell of the long proposed and long delayed
action to create the new Townships were circulated after the first Monday in
December 1838 and before 8 March 1839 when they were gathered together
and sent to the Legislature’s Session in Halifax. .This is an attempt to recreate
the inhabitants names  that should have appeared on the lost portion of that
census. 
RG1, Vol.245 #  6 , Petition from the Inhabitants of Gore list 28 signatures :
RG1, Vol 245 #7,  Petition from the Inhabitants of Douglas list 150 signatures:
RG1, Vol 245 # 27,  Petition of  the Inhabitants of Douglas lists 138
signatures:  RG1, Vol 245 # 28, Petition of the Inhabitants of Douglas  list 99
signatures:  RG1, Vol 245 #56,  Petition of the Inhabitants of Douglas lists 68
signatures:  RG1, Vol 252 # 140,  Petition of the Inhabitants of Douglas lists
152 signatures:  These figures totalling 635  are more than the census figures
indicated but one may conclude that as there were several petitions some
persons registered more than once.  A personal check of the microfilm to
compare identical names to the signatures should lead to the proper
conclusion. Spelling of the signatures were copied as they appeared and no
attempt was made to index the names as was felt that the original sequence
could provide valuable  clues to desired relationships.
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Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management
RG1,Vol 245 #29

Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management 
Micro: RG1, Vol 245 #6
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Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management
Micro: RG1, Vol 245 # 7
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Nova Scotia Archives and Records Managment
RG1, Vol 245 #27
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Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management
Micro: RG1, Vol 245 #28
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Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management
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RG1, Vol 245 #56
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Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management
RG1, Vol 252 #140
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