The >97 Season in Summary:

As we approach yet another season I take a few moments to reflect on memories of paddling in years past.Every year we come away with a deeper sense of satisfaction of being able to maintain a high calibre of racing and of introducing more people to the sport.

Marathon paddling has been kept alive for the last 20 odd years because of a small group of devoted paddlers.One of the unrecognized heros of marathon paddling in Nova Scotia is Doug Archibald.Despite other commitments,Doug always manages to "pull the rabbit out of the hat" to get the job done be it to organize a new race ,help with an existing event or find time to train.The father and daughter team of Allan and Nicole Billard as witnessed at last years Nationals were instrumental in bringing a world-class competition to the Northwest Arm.Although no strangers to marathon paddling some new players include John Scaling ,Jean Marien and Ross Denman.These folks have agreed to a more active role in the association.John is helping to organize two sanctioned races whereas Jean and Ross have been elected to the offices of president and treasurer respectively.Of course it does not hurt having one of the top boat builders in the country residing in the province.John Gillies has demonstrated tremendous devotion to the sport.These are just a few persons who come to mind-there are many more.

The '97 season holds much promise.Triathlons or "relays"seem to be gaining popularity with the addition of the "Elmsdale Relay" on June 14th.This brings the total number of relays to 3 along with Mahone Bay and Sheet Harbor.Also the Hartt Island Canoe Weekend in Fredericton promises to be a first -rate event.Thanks goes to Bob Matthews for the invite.Bob has a proven track record for organizing events as witnessed by the '93 Nationals in Fredericton.This year the Nationals will be held in Sorel,Quebec.Hopefully some maritime paddlers will be able to attend although the date does conflict with the Mersey River Challenge.This year the recreational class of the Mersey will be held on the Saturday before the long race on Sunday and will include a class for child and adult.In this way the association hopes to introduce younger paddlers to the sport.Again,Nova Scotia's premiere canoe race ,Canoe to the Sea will be hosted in Dartmouth in mid-July.

So there you have just a few highlights for the upcoming '97 season.Plan to attend at least one of the events and re-kindle that love for competition and camaraderie.See you on the water this summer.

David Lewis

N.S.Marathon Canoe Racing Association

Tentative Canoe Racing Schedule 1997

Petite Rivere
April 12
Joe Laird

902-688-2806

Bob Todd

902-543-8028

Annapolis

May 17
John Gillies

902-825-3725*

John Scaling
902-825-2589



PEI Relay

May 24
Red Cross

902-628-6262

Hart Island,N.B.
June 6,7,8
Bob Mathews
506-459-4552**

Elmsdale Relay
June 14
Doug Archibald
902-883-9759

Jodi Isenor

902-

Mersey

June 28,29
Dave Lewis

902-354-4931*

Nationals,Que.
June 28-30
Mario Blackburn
514-742-7071

Canoe to the Sea
July 12
Andrew Cox

902-490-4729*

Piet Mars

902-463-9639

Mahone Bay 
July 26
Dave Etter

902-624-6632

Triathlon



Mike


902-624-8864

Sheet Harbour
August 16
Mike Coady

902-865-2140

Nictaux

August 23
John Gillies

902-825-3725*
John Scaling
902-825-2589

Fred Lynch 

Sept.6
John MacCormick
902-462-7351*

*
N.S.M.C.R.A. Sanctioned Race

**
N.B.M.C.R.A. Sanctioned Race

NOTE:Please call to confirm details.

Nova Scotia Marathon Canoe Racing Association

President


Jean Marien

phone # 902‑434‑1240

Vice President

Allan Billard

phone # 902‑463‑0817

Secretary/Treasurer
Ross Denman
phone # 902‑462‑4014

To join or renew your annual membership,please complete the following form and mail to:

Ross Denman

43 Guysborough Ave.

Dartmouth,N.S.

B2W 1S6

Otherwise membership fees will be collected at the sanctioned races throughout the season.This will entitle you to the newsletter and current racing schedule which is mailed out each April.

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑

Membership Application

Nova Scotia Marathon Canoe Racing Association

Name:

_________________________
Phone #:________________________

Address:
_________________________

_________________________
1998 Membership Fee is $5.00

_________________________

Sponsors of 1996 NSMCRA Events

As a final tribute, we wish to thank all businesses and individuals who sponsored one or more of our events in >96.We hope for your continued support in >97.
Annapolis River :
Gillies Canoes

Nictaux River:
Gillies Canoes

Mersey River :
Cole Ford Sales


Memory Lane

Parlee Adventure Gear

Liverpool Pub & Eatery

Rossignol Sales


Corbett's Gun & Tackle

Gillies Canoes


Lanes Hotel

N.S.P.I.



Elco Ltd. 

Ackerman=s Bldg Supply
Hatt's Services

Privateer Days


Canadian Tire

Milton Corner Store

Irving Oil

Cosby's Garden Centre

All Season Sports

Sobeys



Home Hardware

Labatts Breweries


Milton Canoe & Camera Club

Shear Appearance

Quarterdeck Resort

Vernon Fraser

Canoe to the Sea:
The Trail Shop

Shubenacadie Canal Commission

Mahone Bay :
Mahone Bay Wooden Boat Festival

Sheet Harbor:
Sheet Harbour Volunteer Fire Dept.

Nova Scotia Marathon Canoe Racing Association 

Paddlers of the Year

Once again the N.S.M.C.R.A. has selected male and female paddler of the year.The worthy recipients  for 1996 were the husband and wife team of John and Christine Scaling.They were presented with trophies following the Fred Lynch Race on September 7,1996.

This award is based not only on how one places but also on participation at N.S.M.C.R.A. sanctioned races.Points are awarded as follows:


1st‑
50 points

2nd‑
40 points

3rd‑
30 points

4th‑
20 points

5th‑
10 points

Should you show up at a race but there are not enough canoes to form your class,you will still receive 10 points for participation.

John and Christine attended all 5 sanctioned races and each had a total of 140 points.Follow up paddlers were Jean Marien and Doug Archibald ,each with 110 points and Shawn Devine ,Paul Vigneau ,and Rafe Hooper,each with 90 points.

Training Sessions

There is no substitute for training.Dartmouth and area paddlers will be paddling on Lakes Banook,MicMac and Charles from May through September.Join us for an evening,where we will practice technique,bouy turns,riding wash,pack formation,sprinting,race starts,ladder work etc.For further info contact:

Jean Marien

902-434-1240

Ross Denman
902-462-4014

Doug Archibald
902-883-9759

References

1.AGuidebook for the Development of Marathon Canoe Racing Technique(French or English).Canadian Canoe Association Marathon Racing Council.1600 James Naismith Drive,Gloucester ,Ontario,K1B 5N4

2.Peter Heed's Canoe Racing

3.General Clinton Canoe Race Video For Sale $10.00

Canadian Marathon Canoe Championships

The Canadian Marathon Canoe Championships were held in Halifax this past summer on salt water for the first time ever.The event marked the 17th ANationals@ and the first time they have ever been staged in Nova Scotia.Paddlers from B.C.,right through to P.E.I.,enjoyed the marvellous scenery of the North West Arm and the fine facilities of the St.Mary=s Boat Club.Many thanks are due to the City of Halifax for their assistance and in particular,Karen Lowery,the Club Manager.

Over 115 athletes competed ,with New Brunswick taking the majority of the medals.Their strong Junior team lead the way in many events.

The team of Bernard Beausejour and Steve McAleer won the prestigious Senior Men=s C-2,but NB=s DeGroot brothers were only 2 seconds behind them.Third was the Nova Scotia team of Dave Lewis and Doug Archibald,followed by Jean Marien and Ross Denman,also from Nova Scotia,in forth.

In 1997,the ANationals@ are being held in Sorel Que.,from 28-30 June.

1996 Canoe to the Sea

Marathon Canoe Race & Recreational Paddle

Winner Results

Class



Winner(s)


Time

OPEN C‑2
`

Jean Marien


1:17:42

Bernard Beausejour

OPEN C‑1


Allan Billard


1:36:22

MENS OPEN STOCK
Don Porter


1:30:37

Jack Saunders

MIXED RECREATIONAL
John MacCormick

  51:56

Lori MacCormick


MENS RECREATIONAL
Kerwin Huskins

  49:24

Glenn Parlee

OCEAN KAYAK

Wally Woodbury

  47:34

Elmsdale Relay Race‑25 km.

Date:


June 14,1997

Start:


Indian Bridge,Elmsdale,Hants County

Registration:

09:30‑10:30

Pre‑race Meeting:
10:30

Race Start:

11:00

Cost:


$10:00/person includes T‑shirt,lunch and prizes

Mountain Bike:
12 km. varied course (off and on road)‑Helmets must be worn.

Run:


5 km.

Canoe:

8 km.Shubenacadie River‑2 paddlers(rec & stock boats only)‑pfd's

Teams can have a minimum of 2 people,maximum of 4.

Contacts:

Jodi Isenor

902‑883‑9629

Doug Archibald
902‑883‑9759

                 MERSEY RIVER CANOE CHALLENGE

DATE:
June 28/29,1997

CLASSES:
DAY 1:RECREATION  REGISTRATION-Lanes Hotel Parking 


lot,Liverpool,Saturday June 28 11:30a.m.Tandem Class/Child & Adult 

START-Liverpool Harbor 12:30 p.m.Distance 3 km.

FINISH-Liverpool

COMP. REC    REGISTRATION-DAY 2 June 29 Big Falls Tailrace-

River Rd-Milton-12:00 p.m.

PRO

START-Big Falls-1:00 p.m.

OPEN
FINISH-Liverpool

DISTANCE  24Km

Barbecue and draw for prizes at finish.Trophies for  first 3 placings   

in each class.

CONTACT
David Lewis

P.O.Box 325

Milton,N.S.

B0T 1P0

902-354-4931

NSMCA Points Sanctioned Race

Mahone Bay Triathlon

Results of the 1996 Mahone Bay Triathlon:
 Every year the Mahone Bay Race gets better. We had 30 entrants registered

in various teams and solo classes. The times get better as participants

take more interest and do a little more practicing. Last year, again the

teams make the best times, but the solo entries are not far behind. The

best time was  2 hours, 14 minutes and 15 seconds by the team members Ted

Veniot, Peter Darnell and Peter Young doing the running, biking and

paddling respectively. Second place was right on their heels with a time of

2hrs-15min-42 secs. with David Lewis and Alan Steele joining forces. The

first place Veteran was Roy Robertson from Calgary at 2-24-28 followed by

Veteran Margo Benning at 2-51-22. Veterans by the way, are those willing to

admit to being over 35 years old.

        The first place male ( not admitting but highly suspect) was Wayne

Vincent coming in after doing all the stages at 3hours 46 seconds.

        The Mahone Bay race for 1997 involves two major changes. This year

it is advanced to a "Pentathlon" or five events, with the second change

being that it is non-stop without the usual 15 minute resting period

between stages.

Classes are solo male and female, veterans (+35), and team entries.

Fees: $20./ solo and $40/ team

Prizes awarded for first and second in classes

For more information contact David at 624-6632 or Mike  at 624-8864

1996 MERSEY RIVER CANOE CHALLENGE

1996 marked the fourth year that the Mersey River Canoe Challenge was hosted on July 1st weekend.Though numbers were down slightly from years past those who did attend had proved to be a success with a total of thirty-seven paddlers taking to the water vying for top honors.The day turned out warm  with a light breeze,conditions favourable for a marathon canoe race.Because of the vast distance the race encompasses,it is strategic to stage two race courses-the competitive being approximately 15 miles and the non-competitive being 5 miles in length.These distinguishing features pose challenges for organizers, volunteers and participants alike.

The competitive class,starting at Big Falls,attracted a total of 11 boats and the recreational a total of  8 canoes.This class appealed to more participants this year than in the past.It is hoped that this trend continues in the future despite difficulties encountered at the start of the recreational class due to water current conditions.Plans are already underway for next year's event where perhaps the recreational class will be run on Saturday in the lower part of the Mersey and include a marathon skills clinic prior to the race.The competitive class will be held on Sunday. Efforts taken by the Queens County Recreational Boating Association to upgrade the portages around the hydro stations will hopefully improve overall times to traverse the river.

This years race concluded with a barbecue and a draw for prizes.After trophy presentations a $100.00 donation from proceeds of the race registration was presented to Queens County EMO and Ham Amateur Radio Operators in recognition of the effort that they put into helping to stage the race. Overall standings for the race are as follows:

Stock Class(18')

1.Don Buelle & Allan Billard




2:19:40

Competitive Recreational (17' and Under)

1.Glenn Parlee & Kerwin Huskins



2:28:59

2.Mark Cole & Dale Whynot




2:35:28

3.John & Christine Scaling




2:42:02

4.John & Barry Anthony




3:12:33

Open Class

1.Raef Hooper





2:29:19

2.Martin Huntley





2:34:01

3.Lawson Fraser





2:37:27
Pro Boat C-2 Class(18 1/2')

1.Paul Vigneau & Shawn Devine



2:14:26

2.Doug Archibald & Dave Lewis



2:16:13

3.Jean Marien & Ross Denman



2:26:13

Non-Competitive Recreational

1.Heidi Croft & Terry Hatt




0:56:35

2.Eric MacMillan & Philip Shannon



0:57:54

3.Robert Whynot & David Manthorne


0:58:19

4.Louise & Bev Lewis




1:05:15

5.Charelle Veinot & Sarah Corkum



1:13:42

6.Kelly & Anne Marie Scott




1:21:39

7.Peter & Brian Crouse




1:30:57

Casualities:Meikka & Lisa Arthurs

     Harry & Mike Ullock

We wish to extend a heartfelt thank-you to all  sponsors,participants and volunteers who were instrumental in the success of the event.

Louise & Dave Lewis

race organizers

The NorthWest Arm Canoe Race

The N.W.Arm Race was held on July 27,1996 as a familiariization race for the Canadian Nationals which were held on the Arm in August.Twenty‑one paddlers participated representing N.B.,N.S.,and P.E.I.

It was a good race day with low wind and a light drizzle.Despite Nova Scotia's secret weapon,a pilot whale,which raised Bob Mathews' and Darrell Ruttle's stress levels,New Brunswick paddlers ruled the day.

Pro C‑2 Mens(19.2 km)
Bill and Peter de Groot


1:48:28

Raef Hooper,Jean Marien


1:48:48

Bob Matthews,Darrell Ruttle

1:50:54

Doug Archibald,Dave Lewis

1:51:34

Dale MacLeod,Marion Grant

2:03:15

Pro C‑2 Juv.(12.8 km)
Melissa Young,Richard MacQueen
1:20:17

Shawna Godin,Sara MacQueen

1:28:18

Ethan Sollows,Kamil Shiek

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑

Pro C‑1 (19.2 km)

John MacQueen



2:00:05

Recreation (12.8 km)
Cristine and John Scaling


1:32:22

Pro C‑2 Bantam(12.8km)
Ashley Godin,Alex Calvin


1:11:42

Nova Scotia Marathon Canoe Racing Association 

Paddlers of the Year

Once again the N.S.M.C.R.A. has selected male and female paddler of the year.The worthy recipients  for 1996 were the husband and wife team of John and Christine Scaling.They were presented with trophies following the Fred Lynch Race on September 7,1996.

This award is based not only on how one places but also on participation at N.S.M.C.R.A. sanctioned races.Points are awarded as follows:


1st‑
50 points

2nd‑
40 points

3rd‑
30 points

4th‑
20 points

5th‑
10 points

Should you show up at a race but there are not enough canoes to form your class,you will still receive 10 points for participation.

John and Christine attended all 5 sanctioned races and each had a total of 140 points.Follow up paddlers were Jean Marien and Doug Archibald ,each with 110 points and Shawn Devine ,Paul Vigneau ,and Rafe Hooper,each with 90 points.

1996 Canoe to the Sea

Marathon Canoe Race & Recreational Paddle

Winner Results

Class



Winner(s)


Time

OPEN C‑2
`

Jean Marien


1:17:42

Bernard Beausejour

OPEN C‑1


Allan Billard


1:36:22

MENS OPEN STOCK
Don Porter


1:30:37

Jack Saunders

MIXED RECREATIONAL
John MacCormick

  51:56

Lori MacCormick


MENS RECREATIONAL
Kerwin Huskins

  49:24

Glenn Parlee

OCEAN KAYAK

Wally Woodbury

  47:34
The Sheet Harbour Relay Race
The long established annual Sheet Harbour Canoe Race became the Sheet Harbour Volunteer Fire Department Sea Side Festival 30 km Relay Race on August 17,1996.With slumping participation the last few years organizers hope this new format will rejuvinate the popular event.

The run,bike,canoe relay hosted five teams which competed for $500.00 in cash prizes.All in attendance enjoyed themselves and given the friendly challenges and comaradarie,organizers anticipate an even larger turnout in 1997.

Overall Standings

1st
Terry Fisher,Jodi Isenor,Jean Marien,Doug Archibald


1:47:45

(Bike 24:22,Run 29:43,Canoe 53:40)

2nd
Al Steele,Dave Lewis






1:48:28

(Bike 22:42,Run 30:21,Canoe 55:25)


3rd
Derek McCarthy,John MacCormick,Brad Crossley


1:51:19

(Bike 21:52,Run 30:09,Canoe 59:18)

4th
Scott Bonnel,Gerry Mason,Glen Parlee,Kerwin Huskins

1:54:09

(Bike 21:45,Run 31:29,Canoe 60:55)

5th
Mike Spence,Nicole Billard,Alan Billard




1:59:57

(Bike 21:49,Run 39:25,Canoe 58:43)

