—Freshwater Benthic Ecology








(Williams & Feltmate, 1992)  Pollution is a semi-nebulous term used to describe changes in the physical, chemical or biological characteristics of water, air or soil, that can affect the health, sur�vival, or activities of living enti�ties. Organisms respond to pollution usually in one of two ways, acutely or chronically. Acute ef�fects result in serious injury to, or death of, the organism shortly after exposure to high concen�trations of a pollutant. Chronic effects are realized following expo�sure to low concentrations of a pollutant, the results of which appear over time, often as serious diseases (e.g. cancers).
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